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	CEDEC wishes you a happy New Year 2010

In 2010, CEDEC will be hosting a major event which will take place on 28 April 2010 in Brussels and will be welcoming top-level European and national key figures. The new Commission II is expected to take office by 9 February. The first half-year of 2010 will be characterised by the new EU presidency by Spain.



Spanish Presidency
The assumption of duties of President of the European Union by Mr Herman Van Rompuy will not put a stop to the rotating EU presidencies. The next countries successively taking over the EU presidencies are Spain, Belgium and Hungary. These countries have announced the implementation of a common work program for the next 18 months: the implementation and possible revision of the Energy and Climate Package Plan and the development of a new Energy for Europe 2010-2012 Action Plan been put at the top of objectives to be attained. The three countries have expressed their commitment to providing the continuous development of renewable energy sources and to improving the energy efficiency of building and energy infrastructures.

http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/09/st16/st16771.en09.pdf
Hearings of the future European commissioners
The European Parliament scheduled the Commissioners’ designate hearings from 11 January through 19 January 2010. The vote on approving a new Commission is expected on 26 January during the Parliament’s sitting. The Barroso II Commission is expected by 9 February.
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/hearings/default.htm?language=en
Madrid Forum – Gas
The Madrid Forum took place on 14 and 15 January 2010. Among the main topics on the Madrid Forum’ agenda was the natural gas transmission capacity allocation management and the consultation on new rules for congestion management. A common letter by the European associations involved in these processes, including the CEDEC, was sent to the European Commission to prepare for the Madrid Forum, concerning mainly future consultation procedures.http://www.cedec.com/download.aspx?id=253&lang=en&t=euro
Florence Forum - Electricity
The Florence Forum took place on 10 and 11 December 2009 in Rome. During this Forum, different players, including the CEDEC, participated in defining the working lines for the forthcoming months in order to help set up a common electricity market. In this context characterised by diverse regional initiatives, the ERGEG had been call upon to develop a common strategic position. It will be supported in this follow-up task by an Ad Hoc Advisory Group, a new ad hoc structure, comprised of all concerned parties. The ERGEG will be also in charge of supervising ENTSO-E’s work. The Commission will be working on developing a new governance system which will be more efficient and expressed by all the players. This system would allow better steering of the market integration process. The different players in the Florence Forum examined the ERGEG and ENTSO-E’s 10-year plan on developing the network at the European level.

http://ec.europa.eu/energy/gas_electricity/doc/forum_florence_electricity/meeting_17_final_conclusions.pdf
London Forum –Citizens’ Energy Forum – Expected Initiatives 
The CEDEC regularly participates in the Citizens’ Energy Forum. The main topics discussed at the last London Forum on 29 and 30 September 2009 included how the new provisions contained in 3rd energy package would be implemented by the Member States. Particular attention was given to dispute settlement procedures between suppliers and consumers. These topics were the subject of a consultation by the ERGEG end of 2009 and will be the subject of an ERGEG seminar on 25 February 2010 where the CEDEC will present its position.

The Forum asked the distribution network managers and the Member States to take heed of the ERGEG’s Best Practices on functional and informational separation designed for distribution companies.

http://ec.europa.eu/energy/gas_electricity/forum_citizen_energy_en.htm
http://www.energy-regulators.eu/portal/page/portal/EER_HOME/EER_PUBLICATIONS/CEER_ERGEG_PAPERS/Cross-Sectoral/2009/C09-URB-20-05_DSO-Unbunling_09-Sep-09.pdf
The 3rd energy package – Interpretative Notes
The directives and regulations of the 3rd energy package were published in the Official Journal of the European Union on 14 August 2009.

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/JOHtml.do?uri=OJ%3AL%3A2009%3A211%3ASOM%3AEN%3AHTML
Following this issue, the European Commission wrote interpretative notes on the way to understand the content of these documents. But unfortunately the content of these notes do not reflect the agreement reached between the Commission and the European Parliament on the 3rd Energy Package. The CEDEC highlights its position on several points concerned, notably unbundling and smart metering. Therefore, the European Commission’s objective would be to get a final version of these interpretative notes by end of January 2010. 

Meanwhile, the European Council decided that the future European regulator ACER (Agency for cooperation of Energy Regulators) shall have its seat in Ljubljana (Slovenia). 

The Revision of the Action Plan for Energy Efficiency
Following the public consultation launched by the European Commission on 8 June 2009, to which the CEDEC responded, the European Commission published a report on the results of this consultation, in October 2009.

The CEDEC is participating in developing a new plan, which could be finalised under the Spanish presidency.

http://ec.europa.eu/energy/efficiency/action_plan/doc/final_report_of_the_public_consultation.pdf
THE CEDEC – CONGRESS on 28/04/2010 in Brussels
28 April 2010 is the date on which the CEDEC will organise a major event based on topics currently debated at the European level.

The objective is also to present initiatives and achievements of local energy companies to the European institutions.

The European Commission, European Parliament, regulators and of course local energy companies, members of the CEDEC, will be represented there.
The Cedec’s recent publications 
· CEDEC’s press article in Parliament magazine on 16/11/2009 (page 66):
    http://www.e-pages.dk/dods/169/
Other publications

· ERGEG: public consultation on “the pilot framework guideline on capacity allocation in gas transmission networks” (18/12/2009);
· ERGEG: publication on “revised principles on capacity allocation and congestion management in natural gas transmission networks” (18/12/2009);
· ERGEG: public consultation on “the draft advice on the Community-wide Ten-Year Electricity Network Development Plan” (17/12/2009);
· ERGEG: public consultation on ERGEG’s position on smart grids (17/12/2009);
· CEER: public consultation on "Integration of wind generation" (10/12/2009);
· ERGEG: publication on Regional initiatives – progress report (17/11/2009);

· ERGEG: publication on “strategy for delivering a more integrated European energy market: The role of the Regional Initiatives” (17/11/2009);

· ERGEG: publication on regulatory aspects of smart meters (gas and electricity) (16/11/2009);

· ERGEG: publication on the answers’ assessment concerning recommendations on the 10-year gas network development plan (11/11/2009);

· ERGEG: public consultation on “Draft Advice on Customer Complaint Handling, Reporting and Classification” (1/10/2009);
· ERGEG: publication on status of the definitions of vulnerable customer, default supplier and supplier of last resort;  (18/09/2009);
· ERGEG: publication on “DSO Unbundling with Reference to GGP on Functional and Informational Unbundling for DSOs” (18/09/2009).     
PLEASE NOTE ON YOUR AGENDA:


CEDEC CONGRESS – 28 APRIL 2010 – Renaissance Hotel in Brussels


“Local energy companies: assets for citizens and local shareholders”












PAGE  
                                                                                2           


